Next generation sequencing: considering the ethics.
This review article discusses some of the ethical challenges posed by next generation sequencing (NGS), both in the clinical and research setting. Concerns such as how to deal with unexpected results apply equally to conventional techniques. However, these incidental findings are far more likely with the use of NGS and whole genome sequencing. Whilst the lines of responsibility are better defined in the clinical environment, disclosure of such findings in the research setting is less clear. Recruitment of volunteers for public biobank research, in particular, also raises questions regarding consent and confidentiality.